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FOURTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF CHICAGO
SANCTUARY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
Chicago, Illinois

The Fourth Presbyterian Church of Chicago is located on the city’s historic Magnificent Mile and is the oldest surviving original 
structure north of the Chicago River.  Designed by architect Ralph Adams Cram, Fourth Church opened for worship in this 
location in 1914. Despite recent renovation projects, most of the original Gothic architectural features have remained 
unchanged for nearly 100 years.  

Fourth Church retained PMA to provide project management services for a number of sanctuary improvements.  New pews 
were replicated to replace the original ornate pews that had begun to fail, and improvements with respect to pew layout were 
made to better accommodate those with disabilities.  Another major element of the project was the replacement of the 
church’s dated audio system.  A new state-of-the-art sound system was installed as was a sound induction loop system to 
improve the worship experience for those with impaired hearing.  The final component of the project scope was an extensive 
study of the sanctuary HVAC system aimed at improving sound quality and the acoustic environment. 

Client:
Fourth Presbyterian Church of 
Chicago

Location:
Chicago, Illinois

Assignment:
Project Management

Services:
• Schedule & Budget Management
• Vendor Procurement
• Construction Administration
• Project Accounting
• Contract Management

Project Facts:
• Removal & Replacement of     
   Original Church Pews
• Installation of New Floor  
   Coverings
• New State-of-the-Art   
   Duran/Intellivox Sound System
• Sound Induction Loop System  
   (Assistive Listening System for  
   the Hearing Impaired)
• HVAC Mechanical Engineering  
   Study for Remediation of Noise  
   Disturbances/Improved Acoustics

Completion Date:
May 2006
 
Architect:
Robert F. Mahoney & Associates

General Contractor:
Various 

 


